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1. BERLIN: 


Commentators see the "tourhest" East-West confrontation yet shape 


ing up over Berlin. This is the “unmistakable meaning" of 
such portents a8 Moscow's "“egeressive" note of last week, 
coupled with mounting evidence of an “intonse”. wilitary 
puildup in East Germany, a number conclude (e.8c, Wash. Posts 
Providence Journsl, Watertow Times, Jos. Alsop, Neweucel:) ὁ 


"Once more, it is plain, the Soviet Union is willing to go 

to the very edge of δ third world war to gain Berlin," says . 
the Vashington Post. Sen. Aiken (Βω Ὁ.) feels that if we 

do get involved jn a "world catastrophe, it would be more 
likely to start in Berlin than any other part of the world." 


There is considerable belief that the Soviet Union is plamming 


a “test” of Western determination by using the Rast Germans to 
apply pressure on Berline-particularly in the Westerm air core 
ridors, If Khrushchev does this, "the allies will be faced 
with a situation that will test their nerves and diplomatic 
iugenunity to the limit," says Newsweek. Others agree that the 
West must "brace itself to turn back the most subtle and inten 
Sive pressures," in the coming weeks (Christian Science Monitor) ὁ 


If any possibility remains of negotiating a solution of the 
erisis, “it must rest on our ability to convince Khrushchev 
that he cannot get us out of Berlin by means short of war," 
declares the Providence Journal. | 


But there is "grave danzer that the Soviet leaders nave cons. 


Yinced, themselves that Western morale is not ready for another 
ordeal," warns the Washiagton Post. Given our “vacillating® — 
policy in the past, the Wali St. Journal suggests that ᾿ 
chrushchey may well doubt the resolution of U.S. leaders to — 
"stand their grovrd" in Berlin. Persuading him on this score 
may involve "more muscle-flexing” ty the U.5., such as actually 
calling to active duty fresh elements of the ready reserve 

adds the Journal's Philip Geyelin. 


The Berlin and Cuba problems sre “bichtly interrated.. according 


ΠΟ someée U.S. “indecision in one area can embolden Khrushchev 
to vake greater risks in the other,” says Business WeeKko 
Marguerite Higgins fears that “initial Slowmess" of the U.So 
reaction in Cuba may have decided Khrushchey cn 8 new era of 
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"pbrinimanship" in Berlin (also, David Lawrence). 


29. CUBA 
Reaction to the President's request for Conurressional authority 
to call up Reservists finds observers conbimine virerougly co 


Gebate the US. response to the Russian “buildup” jin Cuba. 


A number endorse this "precautionary move" (eego, NoY. Times, 
Vash. News). Although the incursion of Soviet strength into this 
hemishpere has aroused many “to demand sterner and sterner 
action," says the Philadelphia Indauirer, in a situation so 
"ioaded with danger for the Free World" Hr. Kennedy "is fully 
justified in taking caim, deliberate and effective measures to 
meet it." Tne stand-by power he asks, tne Inquirer adcs, 

“should put the world on notice that we are not taking this 
Communist pushing-around lightly” (sinilarly, St..Lovuis Poste 
Dispatch, WUatertown Times, Wash, Star). 


Newsweek maintains that the Soviet Cuban build-up is “obviously 
not designed to support armed aggression against any other Latin 
nation,” but is designed as “another carefully worked-out gambit 
in the cold war chess game whose chief current target is still 
Berlino" And, Newsweek edds, the Administration's response of 
"firm and cool control,” including its “shrewdly timed and 
tradiehes® Reservist wv iest 5 εἰ Sanas ΞΔΟΑΊ the ἃ σ'ὯΌ ntidot 7 
weighvé* Reservist request, is “precisely the right antidote. 


yard. cuba, to Devid Lawrence, the "trouble" with the reservist 
ide@ is the implication that the U.S. "isn't really acting on 
principle, but is feeling its way expediently from one crisis | 
to another.” The Chicago Tribune protests that this not only 
adds no immediate strength to U.S. forces, but “enhances the 
appearance of vacillation and wavering” on Cuba. The President 
must be supported on this meve, dcclares the Uall Street Journal, 
"pecause the nation cannot do otherwise"; but the acticn has 
the appearance of “improvisation” to answer political criticism 
of the Adninistration's “inaction.” Seme critics term it ἃ 
“dramatic gesture” (e.¢,, HoXY. Herald Tribo, Time magazine). 


But others still demand "a forceful, decisive’ U.S. course to~ 
ar i 


Some supporters cof the Presigent's "quiet resistance toe gemands 
for invasion" of Cuba are Sig cures. by the Reservist proposals . 
With tne New York Post, the Providence Journal feels “the reason 
for the call-up is the more difficult to fathom because the 
President had just finished saying he did net foresee 8, neces 
sity for military action but intended te continue our efforts 

to isolate tne Castro regime politically and. econcmicallyo" 
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